76	EOAD ENGINEERING
certain places should be provided to facilitate passing, particularly
by passenger cars.
Sight Distance (Two or Three Lanes Highways).
This is classed as sight distance (a) for stopping, and (b) for pass-
ing ; (a) is measured from the driver's eyes, assumed to be 4-| ft.
above the pavement surface to an object 4 in. high on the road, (6)
is a similar height for the driver, but the object is 4| ft. high on the
road.
Alignment.
In the selection of a route for a new highway it isjniportant to
make provision for future widening; sudden changes of direction
should be avoided, and curves should be of transitional type. A
single curve from the straight is more dangerous than a series of curves
of the same radii.
In flat country long curves of large radius should be used, rather
than long tangents and sharp curves.
frehch practice
Early French practice recommended a rate of banking of from 3%
to 6% for large curves, increasing to 8%, or approximately 1 in 12,
at the outer radius.
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FlG. 53.—-SUPERELEVATION" ON" THE  SAlJl TO MEKNES ROAD,  MOROCCO.
It was further recommended that an earth margin should be added
at the outer edge of the paved roadway of the curve.
It is useful to note the method adopted on the Mekn6s road in
Morocco. The rate of crossfall is I in 5—a value much in excess of
normal practice to-day; at the lower edge of the banking the road
is practically flat for a width of 2-5 metres while the outer part of the
curve, also 2*5 metres wide, has a slope of 1 in 20. Thus " fast0*
and " slow " traffic is accommodated (Fig, 53).
practice ,
In the design of the German * autobahn the minimum rate of
" superelevation was 2% and the maximum 8%; in 1942 this was

